
 

 

We can’t believe the first full month of school is behind us, and   September was a busy 

one!  We spent time playing with each other and becoming comfortable working together in the 

classroom.  We feel like we are getting to know your children very well and think that we are 

the luckiest kindergarten teachers! In September, we; practiced classroom routines, 

procedures and schedules, shared many new poems, put several words on our word wall and 

started our Fall DRA (Developmental Reading Assessment) and the VKRP (Virginia Kindergarten 

Readiness Program). These reading and Math assessments are party of the many tools we use to 

determine your students independent and instructional reading/math levels so that they are 

placed in the appropriate reading/math groups for small group instruction.  We participated in 

goal setting meetings, and explored graphing and counting using one-to-one correspondence.  We 

also had a great time with our little Bobcats at the Walk-a-thon and we want to thank all of our 

families for participating in their contributions and participation.  Our class raised the most 

money in the school!   Our PTA is incredible and I was proud to see all the families that came 

out for some fun and exercise! 

This month we will continue to work in our Fall unit studying fire safety, apples, pumpkins, 

Halloween, and water properties.  In language arts, we will continue to practice routines for 

Reading Workshop and Writing Workshop, share more poems, continue to add words to our 

Word Wall and review words we already know.  In math, we are counting, patterning, comparing, 

recording, sorting, classifying, identifying, measuring, and describing.  Our math vocabulary is 

growing daily! 

We will begin our PALS (Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening) testing this month. 

This is a state-wide screening that assesses each child’s ability to recognize alphabet letters, 

letter sounds, rhyming words, sight words, and concepts of print.  I will share the results of 

DRA and PALS at our upcoming parent teacher conference.  

Speaking of conferences…thank you to everyone for getting onto Signupgenius.com and 

scheduling to meet with me!  I am looking forward to meeting with all of you!  I emailed the link 

to every family, but if you did not receive the email or need me to resend it, just let me know.  

Now that it is October, the Halloween excitement has begun!  In October,  we will have 

our annual Book Character Parade and our classroom Fall Party.  More information is coming 

home soon.  This seems like a good time to ask for help for organization of classroom 

celebrations and events.  We are in need of a Room Parent for this year.  If you are interested, 

please send me an email.   

We just wanted to say thank you for sending your students to school every day, ready 

and excited to learn!  We appreciate your support.  We could use some cleaning wipes, the 

disinfecting kind is best.  Also, if you are getting rid of any games or engaging toys (Legos, 

blocks, Little People, playdough, etc.) please let us know.  

Thank you,  

AmyLynn Keiling & Lisa Lantzy 

 

P.S 

● Remember to check your child’s folder daily!  Also, continue to use the folder as a 

communication tool for important notes and information between home and school.  

● We do not have a classroom water fountain, please send a refillable water bottle to 

school, labeled with your child’s name. 

 
 


